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January 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 4 

Welcome back to a new school year and the Spring Term. We would like to share with you the 

exciting learning planned for the term. We hope that the information below helps you support your 

child over the coming term.   

 

English 

Reading 

This term we will be looking at the following Learning Objectives and all the success criteria that 

needs to be covered to obtain the objectives: 

Reading 
 I can understand the difference between fact and opinion  

 I can predict what will happen next  

 I can identify features authors use in fantasy and science fiction stories 

 
This will be done through guided reading sessions at school and reading homework.  

You can help at home by reading regularly and discussing what you have read. Being able to recall in 

a few sentences what has been read is also an important and useful skill, which can be developed in 

reading sessions at home.  

 

Writing 

In writing throughout all subjects it is expected that the children will always use capital letters and 

full stops as well as write using cursive writing. Children in Year 4 will be encouraged to improve 

their handwriting enough to be given an ink pen licence. 

 

Spellings will be tested weekly and a half-termly spelling sheet will be handed out at the beginning of 

term outlining the focus for the week and the spellings to be learned. These spellings will be in line 

with the National Curriculum spellings for Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and 4). 

 

We will be looking at the following objectives this term: 

Poetry unit: 
 I can write rhyming couplets 

 I can write a poem to present 

 Revise noun phrases 

 Revise powerful verbs and adverbs  

 
Explanation unit: 

 I can write an explanatory statement 

 I can make effective short notes 

 I can edit down and re-word a sentence or paragraph 
 

Narrative unit: 
 I can make effective short notes 

 I can edit down and re-word a sentence or paragraph 

 I can make accurate use of pronouns 
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Mathematics 

We will be following the Year 4 National Curriculum maths objectives. We will be having regular 

problem solving session activities to apply our understanding to working out problems. Discussing 

problem solving techniques with your child would be very useful. 

We will be having weekly times tables tests which will improve recall and accuracy. Tables are very 

useful in all aspects of maths and quick recall will help your child develop increased confidence in 

maths.  

The children will also be doing fluency quizzes most weeks which cover a wide range of objectives. 

 

Our plan for this term involves covering the following topics: 

A continuing programme to develop fluency in telling the time, identifying types of triangles and 

converting different units of measure 

We will be looking at: 

Subtraction, multiplication, division 

Fractions 

Time – including the 24 hour clock and calculating time intervals 

Calculating, converting and estimating measures (length, volume and weight) 

 

Science 

The topics for this term are electricity and then “Where does all the food go?” focussing on animals 

and humans. 

 

Computing 

We will be looking at online safety and spreadsheets. 

 

History and Geography 

We will be concluding the Anglo Saxons topic in history, looking at sources and evidence.  

Then we will move on to our geography topic which will be a Water topic – looking at rivers and the 

water cycle. 

 

Art and Design Technology 

We will be looking at sculpture and creating some insect sculptures in art. 

In DT we will create our own electrical models. 

  

Music 

We will continue our singing with Mr Manners. 

 

RE 

Our first topic on Judaism will look at the question: How Important is it for Jews to do what God asks 

them to? 
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The Christian topic will focus on the question: Is Forgiveness Always Possible? 

 

French 

The children will be continuing their French studies by developing conversation and learning 

vocabulary for household objects, prepositions, animals and pets, asking for snacks and giving 

opinions about food. 

PE 

The children will start swimming at the end of January. 

We will have specialist sports teachers on Friday mornings doing gymnastics.. 

After half term we will have an additional sports session supplied by an external coach doing 

net/wall games.  

 

PSHE 

We will be starting a new unit called Dreams and Goals. 

 

Please support your child with their home learning (See Homework Policy on our website) and 

remember that learning should be meaningful and fun. If you are experiencing difficulties with 

homework please do let us know. If you are able to support your child’s learning by some visits to 

places of interest linked to our topics please encourage them to tell us about it – or bring in a 

postcard or souvenir to talk about. 

 

We will, as always, be keeping in touch with Class News. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs O’Neal 

Class Teacher 

 

 


